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Beport from Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, November 23, 1899. 

Sib : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended November 18, 1899 : 

There has been no change in the weather conditions during the week. 
The temperature continues rather low for this season of the year, and 
there has been but little rain. There has been a slight decrease in 
yellow fever as compared with the previous week, 10 cases having been 
reported, with 4 deaths. 

On the 13th instant information was received from Surgeon Glennan, 
United States Marine- Hospital Service, at San Juan de Porto Eico, 
stating that the Spanish trans Atlantic line steamer Buenos Ayres had 
arrived at that port with a case of smallpox on board, death having 
taken place a short time after the arrival of the vessel, and the body 
having subsequently been buried at sea. Immediately after ascertain- 
ing further particulars, and learning the number of passengers to arrive 
by the Buenos Ayres, the necessary preparations were made for quaran- 
tining the vessel, and caring for the passengers. At our request, the 
quarantine station at Mariel was transferred by the military authorities 
to the Marine Hospital Service for quarantine purposes, and Asst. 
Surg. S. B. Grubbs was detailed to proceed to Mariel to put the laza- 
retto in a fit condition for the reception of the passengers. Act. Asst. 
Surg. D. E. Dudley accompanied him. A vast amount of work was 
necessary in order to put things into shape in the short time available. 
The work, however, was very efficiently done under the direction of 
Assistant Surgeon Grubbs, and everything was in running order on the 
arrival of the passengers. 

The steamship Buenos Ayres, as already reported, arrived on the 16th 
instant, with 93 first cabin, 62 second cabin, and 558 steerage passen- 
gers. According to the statement of the captain and other officers of 
the vessel, there had been little or no Communication between the first- 
cabin passengers and those of the second cabin and steerage. For this 
reason the former were permitted to land, after having their baggage 
disinfected and vaccinating those who were not already protected from 
smallpox. The hand baggage of the second cabin and steerage passen- 
gers was then disinfected, and the passengers and baggage transferred 
on board the steamship Rabat and taken to Mariel. It was at the sug- 
gestion of the agents of the Spanish trans- Atlantic Line that the steam- 
ship Rabat was utilized for this purpose. The presumably infected parts 
of the Buenos Ayres were then disinfected and the vessel permitted to 
discharge cargo and receive passengers for Mexican ports. 

During the stay of the Buenos Ayres in this port, an efficient water 
patrol was kept up around the vessel, and a guard maintained on board, 
to prevent communication with the shore. The work of the week in 
connection with the steamship Buenos Ayres, has strained to its utmost 
the working force of this station. 

The work of the barge Protector, for the period covered by this report, 
was as follows : Seven vessels inspected and cleared, 1 vessel disinfected, 
1 vessel partly disinfected, 608 pieces of baggage disinfected, this being 
nearly double the quantity of the week previous. 

The usual weekly mortality table is herewith transmitted. 
EespectfuUy, G. M. Gtjit^ras, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. M. 8. 

The Surgeon- General, U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 
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rinclosnre No. 1.1 

Mortality table for Havana for week ended Novmiber 18, 1899. 
Disease — Deaths. 
Tuberculosis 26 



1 
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8 
1 
4 
1 
Total deaths from all causes during the week 118 

[Inclosure No. 2.1 
Report of baggage disinfected by the barge ProUctor for week ended November 11, 1899. 
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I certify that the above report is correct. 

G. M. GUITERAS, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8, 

[Inclosure No. 3.] 
Report of baggage disinfected by barge Protector for week ended November 18, 1899. 



Date. 


1 


1 
> 




a 
I 


From— 


Steamship. 


Destination. 


Remarks. 




10 
20 


11 

14 


5 
5 


26 

39 
369 

34 
5 

52 
79 

4 

608 


Havana ... 

do 

Spain 

do 




Key West and 

Tampa, Fla. 
Do. 
Havana, Cuba 

do 






Ollivette 

Buenos Aires.. 

do 




November 16 (a) 


Baggrage of 
smallpox 
suspects. 
Do. 


Do 




4 

28 
28 

1 

86 


1 

6 
10 

2 

29 


Havana .. 

do 

do 

do 


Miami 


Key West and 
Miami, Fla. 

New Orleans, La. 

Key West and 
Tampa, Fla. 

New York, N.Y. 




Do 


18 
41 

1 

90 


Whitney 

Ollivette 












Total 











a Miscellaneous. 

I certify that the above report is correct, 



G. M. GUITBRAS, 

Passed Assistant 8urgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 



